THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

formative truth, but merely as truth interpreted once and
for all by the ecclesiastical law of Geneva.

Calvin thus inaugurated a Protestant orthodoxy in
place of a papistical one; and with perfect justice this new
form of dogmatic dictatorship has been stigmatized as
bibliocracy. One book was henceforward lord and judge
in Geneva. God the legislator, and His preacher who was
the sole authoritative interpreter of divine law, were
judges in the sense of the Mosaic dispensation; were
judges over the kings and over the people; were equipped
with a power which it was sinful to resist. None but the
interpretations of the Consistory were valid; they, and
not decrees of the Town Council, were to be the bases of
legislation in Geneva. They alone could decide what was
allowed and what was forbidden; and woe unto him who
should venture to challenge their ruling. One who
denied the validity of the priestly dictatorship was a rebel
against God; and the commentary on Holy Writ would
soon be written in blood. A reign of force which origin-
ates out of a movement towards liberty, is always more
strenuously opposed to the idea of liberty than is a
hereditary power. Those who owe their position as
governors to a successful revolution, become the most
obscurantist and intolerant opponents of further inno-
vation.

All dictatorships begin with the attempt to realize an
ideal, but an ideal takes form and colour from the persons
who endeavour to realize it. Inevitably, therefore,
Calvin's doctrine, being a spiritual creation, bore a
physiognomical resemblance to its creator; and one need
merely glance at his countenance to foresee that this
doctrine would be harsher, more morose and oppressive,
than any previous exegesis of Christianity. Calvin's face
resembled the Karst, was like one of those lonely, remote,
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